Abstract. The paper reports a panchronic philological study on the official colours of Chinese regimes. The historical accounts of the Chinese regimes are introduced. The official colours are summarised with philological references of archaic texts. Remarkably, it has been suggested that the official colours of the most ancient regimes should be the three primitive colours: (1) white-yellow, (2) black-grue yellow, and (3) red-yellow, instead of the simple colours. There were inconsistent historical records on the official colours of the most ancient regimes because the composite colour categories had been split. It has solved the historical problem with the linguistic theory of composite colour categories. Besides, it is concluded how the official colours were determined: At first, the official colour might be naturally determined according to the substance of the ruling population. There might be three groups of people in the Far East. (1) The developed hunter gatherers with livestock preferred the white-yellow colour of milk. (2) The farmers preferred the red-yellow colour of sun and fire. (3) The herders preferred the black-grue-yellow colour of water bodies. Later, after the Han-Chinese consolidation, the official colour could be politically determined according to the main property of the five elements in Sino-metaphysics. The red colour has been predominate in China for many reasons.
Introduction
In Chinese civilisation, an official colour [尚色] is a lawful or conventional colour of the sovereign flag and/or formal dress. It is not necessarily identical to the national colour, because there are many nations in China. Protocols of the official colours were as important as protocols of the official ethnonyms, capitals and languages.
In Chinese history (the historical accounts of China are introduced in Section 3), when a new regime was established, the official ethnonym and colour were more often shifted than the other protocols. For example, the official spoken language variety of the Chinese sovereignty has been the same Beijing dialect of the Yan regional lect of the Chinese language since the Qing Empire (1644~1912) ; the capital of the Chinese sovereignty has been the same Beijing since the Yuan Empire (1276~1368) [excluding the periods of the early Ming Empire (1368~1421) and the reformed Republic of China (1928~1949) , when the capital was Nanjing]. The picture of Chinese official colours is more complicated than the common notion "Red China". The present study will provide details of the Chinese official colours in a panchronic way.
The present study will also answer the following three major questions: 1) How was an official colour determined? 2) Was the official colour of the Xia Empire black or grue? 3) What reasons have made the red colour the official colour now? On the first question, the classical common idea in China, after a Chinese scholar, who specialised in Sino-metaphysics (classical Chinese metaphysics), Zōu Yǎn [鄒衍] (ca.305~ca. 240BCE) , has stated that the official colour should be determined by "the main property of 'the five elements [五行] ' [行次] " (henceforth 'the fifth property') in Sino-metaphysics' (first quoted in -239-LL).
In Sino-metaphysics, everything should have a fifth property (Wood [木] , Fire [火] , Earth [土] , Metal [金] or Water [水] ), so does every regime or country. Ideally, the official colours are associated to the fifth property of the regime or country. The fifth property of the five pure colours [五正色] are: black -Water; white -Metal; red -Fire; yellow -Earth; grue -Wood.
Nowadays, the fifth property is considered as superstition by many people. Some Chinese scholars have tried to explain the official colours only for natural reasons.
In 1994, a Chinese scholar, who specialised in Chinese history, Hé GuāngYuè [何光岳] (1994) correlated all the presentations of the black official colour with the Xia Empire and the archaeological sites in eastern central China where black pottery was dominant. It was the first attempt to explain the official colour in the panchronic way.
In 2002, a Chinese scholar, who specialised in Chinese language and Sino-semasiology, Chén LiángYù [陳良煜] (2002) suggested that the official status of the yellow colour is determined by the dominance of agriculture in China.
Four years later, a Chinese scholar, who specialised in Chinese language and glyphs, Sūn JiànJūn [孫建軍] (2006) suggested that the official status of the yellow colour is also influenced by the once dominant Taoism in China (589~1276) , while the official status of the red colour was caused by the ancient worship of fire and/or blood.
The explanations on the yellow official colour of the previous studies are reasonable. The present study will explain all the official colours in parallel.
The second question is well known within Chinese historical circles. Two options, 'black' and 'grue', have been claimed according to the different terms 6506 
黑
(hēi/hắc)1 and 9751 靑 (qīng/thanh) in historical records. The present study will solve the historical problem with the linguistic theory of composite colour categories proposed by Kay and McDaniel (1978) .
On the third question, the common idea in the West might mistake it for the recent history. The present study will conclude that the red colour has been predominant in China for many reasons throughout the history.
Review of previous studies
Originally, the official colours were scattered in many historiographies. In 801 CE, a Chinese scholar and an imperial officer of the Tang Empire, who specialised in Chinese history, Dù Yòu [杜佑] (735~812) , released a book «Tongdian [通典, 'encyclopaedia']» (801-TD). In this encyclopaedia, there is a chapter "official virtues and colours of Chinese regimes [歷代所尚] ". It can be read as the first systematic study of the topic in general. The studied materials were Chinese philological texts. The philological method was used. It has given results on 17 Chinese regimes. The results on 15 regimes are agreed in the present study.
According to «Mingshilu [明實錄, 'actual recording of the Ming Empire']» (1399-MSL), in 1370, the emperor ordered the Ministry of Etiquette [and Education] [禮部] to report the official colours in history. The report returned with the official colours of eight Chinese regimes. The studied materials were Chinese philological texts. The philological method was used. The results on six regimes are agreed in the present study.
In 2008, a Chinese scholar, who specialised in Chinese language and fine art, Péng Dé [彭德] , released a Chinese monograph of a diachronic study on the Five Pure Colours of China (2008-ZH5S) . In this book, there is a chapter on the official colours of Chinese regimes. It is the latest systematic study of the topic in general. The studied materials were Chinese philological texts. The philological method was used. It has given results on 21 Chinese regimes. The results on 10 regimes are agreed in the present study.
The results of the previous studies (together with the results of the present study) are given in a comparative table in Appendix 1. 1 In this article, I have elevated most Chinese data to an advanced academic level to make the data clearer to general readers. A relevant Chinese term is regularly represented by its DOM number (Unicode sequence number of a primary glyph of a Chinese etymon, for specific references), primary glyph (for Chinese references), primary reading in Pinyin and primary reading in Sino-Vietnamese (for general references). Sino-Vietnamese is an incumbent Latin orthography that is clearer to non-Chinese readers. Moreover, it fits some southern lects of the Chinese language.
Materials and methods

Materials
Relevant philological texts of 26 Chinese central regimes, 3 Chinese de facto central regimes, and 3 Chinese local sovereign regimes are targeted.
A , its origin and its offspring The PaoXi [庖犧] (also written as FuXi [伏羲] ) Empire is counted as the first central regime of China. "PaoXi [庖犧 (páo-xī/bào-hi) ]" is an ethnonym made of two lexemes with concrete etymologies that mean "kitchen [廚也]" (121-SW: #5901) and "domesticated animals [宗廟之牲也] " (121-SW: #771) respectively, or 'kitchen of domesticated animals' altogether. PaoXi should be a reconstructed ethnonym after the property of the ruling population. Traditional Chinese ethnonyms are monomorphemic.
This empire might be founded by the first developed hunter-gatherer (Late Palaeolithic) people residing in China. Its sovereign monarchies might be nominated and elected from different clans. The capital depended on the elected sovereign monarchy. The capital of the founder monarchy is historically told as being in Chen [ 9673 陳 (chén/trần) , Sinitic etymology meaning 'settlement' > 'to set'] (present-day Huaiyang) in eastern central China, archaeologically undiscovered.
The major innovations in PaoXi were: the comestible use of domesticated animals [取犧牲以充庖廚, 'kitchen of domesticated animals' (in addition to kitchen of wild animals)], the marriage rules [制嫁娶之禮] , the dragon totem [有景龍之瑞] , the eight diagrams [畫八卦] (Sino-metaphysics) and the lithic nail for acupuncture [制九針] (Sino-medicine) (241-DW), also the fishing net [作結繩 而為罔罟] (0-YI: Xìcíxià [繫辭下] ).
The PaoXi Empire lasted 57882 years (0-YIW: chapter Jīlǎntú [稽覽圖] ). It actually ruled some part of central China. In ca. 3000 BCE, it was supplanted by the ShenNong Empire. It is historically obscure, how the PaoXi people ended up.
At present, Chinese people are related to PaoXi by confirming the dragon totem [龍的傳人] . Korean people are related to PaoXi by confirming the dragon totem and having the eight diagrams on their sovereign flag.
The studied archaic texts about PaoXi include 0-YI, 0-LI, 0-YIW and 241-DW.
(2*) ShenNong Empire (ca.3000~ca.2500)
, its origin and its offspring The ShenNong [神農] Empire is counted as the second central regime of China. "ShenNong [神農 (shén-nóng/thần-nông) ]" is an ethnonym made of two lexemes with concrete etymologies that mean "god [引出萬物者也]" (121-SW: #25) and "agriculture [耕也] " (121-SW: #1777) respectively, or 'the god of agriculture' altogether. ShenNong should be a reconstructed ethnonym after the property of the ruling population. Traditional Chinese ethnonyms are monomorphemic.
The nation of ShenNong was called ShenNongShi [神農氏, 'Shennongish'] . It might be the first agricultural (Neolithic) people residing in China. In ca. 3000 BCE, ShenNong gained the sovereignty from PaoXi. It was not recorded how ShenNong gained the sovereignty. PaoXi might decline and yield the territory by natural reasons. The sovereign monarchies of ShenNong might be nominated and elected from different clans. The capital depended on the elected sovereign monarchy.
The major innovations in ShenNong were: the comestible use of domesticated plants [始教天下耕種五穀而食之] Based on accounts of histories and etymologies of relevant languages, Gāo (2008) Despite the loss of the homogenous Xia nation, the ethnonym Xia has been reused as the official ethnonym by the Tangut Xia Empire and some unorthodox regimes declared by rebellious or revolutionary forces. At present, it is included in a combined ethnonym HuaXia (華夏), which is a secondary term for the Han-Chinese nation.
The (Guō 1986:9) , *graas (ZhèngZhāng 2003:497) or (the present study). I think that they are etymologically identical, thus ethnologically related. The etymological evidences of relevant languages should be studied.
The studied archaic texts about Xia include 0-YI, 0-SU, 0-LI, 0-YIW, -30θ-ZSJN, -91-SJ, 241-DW, 92-HS, 28-220-HJ, 445-HHS, 554-WS and 648-JS. Based on the accounts of histories and the etymologies of relevant languages, Gāo (2008) suggested that the endonym of Lapland "Sapmi", the endonym of Finland "Suomi", the endonym of Shang " 5546 商 (shāng/thương) " and the endonym of Song " 5B8B 宋 (sòng/tống) " are etymologically identical. The studied archaic texts about Shang/Song include 0-YI, 0-SU, 0-LI, -30θ-ZSJN and -91-SJ. (Gao 2012) .
Books made of bamboo and wooden slips were produced in the Zhou Empire. The oldest Chinese transmitted philological texts dated from this era.
In 771 BCE, the emperor and the crown prince were killed in rebellions. Books made of paper were produced in the Han Empire, although books made of bamboo and wooden slips were still dominant in this era. The first standard dictionary of the Chinese language (121) was issued in the Han Empire.
The Han Empire lasted over 400 years. It ruled the whole China proper, northern Vietnam and northern Korea, and far north-west China. It achieved the Qin-Han-Chinese consolidation.
Since the fall of the Han Empire, the ethnonym Han [6F22] has been reused as the official ethnonym by the revived Han Empire (308~319) , the local Han Empire (202BCE~220CE) . In 213 CE, the prime minister of Han, whose fief was in the territory of the foregone Wei Kingdom, was titled the nominal Duke of Wei. He became the nominal King of Wei in 216, then died in 220. In the same year, his son, the new prime minister of Han, also the new nominal King of Wei, achieved a peaceful takeover, gained the imperial throne, and renamed the regime Wei. The capital was Luoyang [in Chinese glyphs, the Qin spelling 洛陽 was reused instead of the Han spelling 雒陽]. The official language was Qin-Han-Jin Chinese (Gao 2012) .
The era of the Wei Empire is commonly called the "Three Kingdoms" [三國, 'three regimes'], because there were three sovereign states in China from 229 to 263. The third one was the local Wu [ 5433 吳 (wú/ngô) ] Empire (229~280) in south-east and south China.
In 266, the imperial throne of the Wei Empire was gained by the prime minister of Wei. The regime was transformed to the Jin Empire. The ruling population remained identical.
Since the fall of the Wei Empire, the ethnonym Wei has been reused as the official ethnonym by the revived Wei Empire (350~352) , the Taugas Wei Empire (399~550/557) and some unorthodox regimes declared by rebellious or revolutionary forces.
The studied archaic texts about the Wei Empire include 445-HHS, 28θ-3GZ and 648-JS. Jin was originally a fiefdom granted by the Zhou Empire before 1000 BCE. It was based in north-west central China. In 678 BCE, it became the Jin Dukedom. It had annexed many small states in north-west central China, when it endured as the most powerful feudal state in Zhou Empire from 632 BCE to 532 BCE. In 403 BCE, it was divided into three states by its three ministers. The throne of Jin Dukedom remained until 349 BCE, when it was dissolved. Jin people were fused in the Qin-Han-Chinese consolidation in the Qin Empire (221~207BCE) and the Han Empire (202BCE~220CE) . In 263 CE, the marshal of the Wei Empire, who came from the region of the foregone Jin Dukedom, became the prime minister of Wei and was titled the nominal Duke of Jin. He became the nominal King of Jin in 264, then died in 265. In 266, his son, the new prime minister of Han, also the new nominal King of Jin, achieved a peaceful takeover, gained the imperial throne, and renamed the regime Jin. The capital was Luoyang [洛陽] . The official language was Qin-Han-Jin Chinese (Gao 2012) .
In 280, the Jin Empire defeated and annexed the local Wu Empire. In 311, the capital Luoyang and the emperor of Jin were seized by Inner Xiongnu 6 troops, who had proclaimed the revived Han Empire (308~319) . In 316, the reset capital ChangAn and new Emperor of Jin were also seized by the revived Han Empire. The remaining powers of the Jin Empire, with a huge population, fled to southern China. The new capital was set in JianKang [建康, 'build health'] (present-day Nanjing) in 317. A member of the ruling house was named the new Emperor of Jin.
Since the evacuation of the Jin Empire, a chain of empires and a few de facto independent kingdoms came into existence in northern China. The Jin Empire did not acknowledge them, and was able to defeat and dissolve some of them. E.g. the revived Qin Empire (352~417) (see the section of the Qin Empire) and the local Han Empire (338~347) in near south-east China. The Jin Empire held Chinese sovereignty for about 155 years. In this era, Buddhism became the primary faith in China. This is probably the reason why Buddhist neighbouring countries acquired the term "Jin" for China. It is now the widest used exonym for China. "Jin" is etymologically identical to the Lao term (ciin), the Thai term (jeen), the Sanskrit term (cīna), the Persian term (čin), the Arabic term the Latin term Sinae, the French term Chine, the English/German/Spanish/Portuguese term China, etc. 7 In 420, the imperial throne of Jin was gained by a general of Jin, the regime was transformed to the In 618, the prime minister of the Sui Empire, also the nominal Duke of Tang, achieved a peaceful takeover, gained the imperial throne and renamed the regime Tang. The capital was renamed ChangAn [長安] . The official language was Sui-Tang-Song Chinese (Gao 2012 In 958, the Second Zhou Empire defeated and reduced the local Tang Empire to its nominal dependency with a lord instead of an emperor or a king. The Tang Empire was then totally finished.
In 960, a general of Zhou carried out a coup, the Emperor of Zhou immediately surrendered . The general gained the imperial throne. The regime was transformed to the [Greater] Song [ 5B8B 宋 (sòng/tống) ] Empire. The ruling population remained the same.
The usurped Liang Empire, the continued Tang Empire, the Second Jin Empire, the Second Han Empire, and the Second Zhou Empire are historically called the Five Dynasties. The ruling populations of the Five Dynasties are the same. The official language was Sui-Tang-Song Chinese (Gao 2012 , 'great gold'] Empire in far north-east China that was a territory of the Khitan Liao Empire. In 1125, Jin/Kim expelled Khitan Liao from north-east China. Khitan Liao fled to far north-west China.
In 1126, the capital of the Greater Song Empire was seized by the Jin/Kim Empire, the Emperor of Song was captured. In 1127, some of the remaining Song ruling population fled to southern China, a younger brother of the last emperor was named the new emperor. ]" was a newly made ethnonym from an etymon that means 'bright', and also the name of Manichaeism in China. Manichaeism played an important role in the Red Turban Army against the Yuan Empire.
In 1368, the Ming Empire was founded in YingTian [應天, 'according to sky'] (present-day Nanjing) by a branch of the Red Turban Army. In the same year, it seized the capital of Yuan. In 1381, it defeated the Yuan troops in far south-west China, thus gained sole control of Chinese sovereignty (excluding Mongolia). The official language was Ming Mandarin Chinese. It was based on the YingTian (Nanjing) dialect of the Yang regional lect [揚州方言=上江話] of the Chinese language. Despite the name of the regime, the Ming Empire quit Manichaeism but chose Confucianism as the primary belief.
In 1421, the capital of Ming was reset to ShunTian [順天, 'go along with sky'] (present-day Beijing), termed BeiJing [北京, 'north capital'], while YingTian was termed NanJing [南京, 'south capital']. In 1423, the capital was reset to Nanjing, but Beijing remained as the imperial residence and the seat of the central government. In 1441, the capital was reset to Beijing.
The Ming Mandarin Chinese language was brought to Beijing, and fused with the Yuan Chinese language there.
In 1644, Beijing was seized by a popular revolutionary force from western China. The Emperor of Ming committed suicide. The regime fell into chaos. A member of the ruling house of Ming was named the new Emperor of Ming in Nanjing. In 1645, Nanjing was seized by the Qing Empire. In 1662, the last Emperor of Ming was executed by a Qing general.
The studied archaic texts about the Ming Empire include 1370-YS and 1399~1644-MSL. The Qing Mandarin Chinese language was brought to Beijing, and fused with the Ming Mandarin Chinese language there.
In 1720, the Qing Empire expelled the troops of the Zunghar Khanate out of Tibet, thus gained sovereignty over Tibet. In 1757, the Qing Empire defeated and annexed the Zunghar Khanate, thus gained sovereignty over far north-west China (West Region). By then, the Qing Empire actually ruled the whole Chinese sovereignty (including Mongolia).
In 1842, after losing the First Opium War, the Qing Empire ceded Hong Kong Island [香港島, 'fragrant harbour island'] to the British Empire in perpetuity. In 1860, after losing the Second Opium War, the Qing Empire ceded Kowloon [九龍, 'nine dragons'] to the British Empire in perpetuity {later, in 1898, a territory around Hong Kong Island and Kowloon, termed New Territories [新界] , was leased to the British Empire for 99 years}, and Outer Manchuria (ca. 1,000,000 square kilometres) to the Russian Empire in perpetuity.
In 1864, the Qing Empire ceded Outer West Region (ca. 440,000 square kilometres) to the Russian Empire in perpetuity.
In 1885, after losing the Sino-French war, the Qing Empire ended its nominal sovereignty over Vietnam and Laos.
In 1887, the perpetual occupation of Macau (Aomen [澳門, 'gate of bay']) was yielded to the Portuguese Empire. {Portugal had used the region under Chinese supervision since 1557.} In 1895, after losing the Sino-Japanese war, the Qing Empire ended its nominal sovereignty over Korea, and ceded Taiwan to Japan in perpetuity.
In 1912, the Qing Empire fell in the Chinese Revolution. In December 1936, peace between ROC and SPRC was made, Chinese powers joined to protect China from Japanese troops. SPRC was as incorporated into ROC in September 1937.
In July 1937, Beijing was attacked and seized by Japanese troops. In return, in August 1937 , ROC attacked the Japanese concession in Shanghai. In November 1937, ROC fatally lost the battle, the central government fled to the wartime capital Chongqing. In December 1937, Nanjing was seized by the Japanese troops. In March 1938, the puppet Republic of China was established in Nanjing under the Japanese protection.
After surrender of Japan in the Second World War in August 1945, ROC took over the puppet Republic of China, the puppet Empire of Manchuria, and Taiwan.
In April 1949, Nanjing was seized by the People's Liberation Army of CPC. Also the wartime capitals were lost in the same year. In December 1949, the central government of ROC with some ruling population fled to Taiwan. In January 1979, the People's Republic of China and the United States of America established formal diplomatic relations, meanwhile PRC "ceased fires on the unliberated coastal islands" which are controlled by the authority in Taiwan.
In July 1997, the sovereignty over Hong Kong Island and Kowloon was transferred from the United Kingdom to PRC, while the region of New Territories was returned to PRC as a successor of the Qing Empire. The Hong Kong SAR (Special Administrative Region) was granted autonomy.
In December 1999, Macau was returned to PRC as a successor of the Qing Empire. The Macau SAR was granted autonomy.
Methods
Conventional philological methods are used in collecting and analysing data. A researcher must first choose some relevant philological texts and chapters through his/her philological experience, then go through the content manually, understand the paragraphs through his/her language knowledge, pick out key paragraphs, analyse and present them in readable texts in the language of the research paper.
If the topic is linguistic, it is more important to distinguish layers and dates. If the topic is historical, correctness is more important. The present topic is historical rather than linguistic.
A result can be established, if the relevant historical records are definite and consistent. It would be better if some contemporary texts of that time by different authorities (enemy side or foreign country) confirmed the result in different ways. If the historical records regarding the topic are definite but not consistent, the different contents and sources should be analysed, then at least a result of a kind can be established. If the historical records regarding it are not definite, further evidences should be gathered and discussed. If there is neither historical record nor clue regarding the topic, no result can be established.
In the present study, results on the historical official colours are studied in the above mentioned way with references. Old texts are preferred. Results on contemporary official colours are simply given according to the facts that many others also know.
If there are previous studies on the same topic, their used materials should be extended if possible, their methods should be improved if applicable, their results should be compared if necessary. If previous results are identical to the current results, the previous results should be acknowledged. If all the results are the same, the current study cannot publish a new research paper but a review at most. If the current results are different from the previous results, it is necessary to contradict the previous results with relevant evidences, and ideally, also with some analysis on how the previous studies were mistaken.
Chinese years have been converted to international years using the reference book (Xú 1992 (Xú [2008 ).
Results and discussion
(1*) PaoXi Empire (ca.60000~ca.3000BCE)
The archaic text 0-LIJMZ stated that NüWa [女媧] [Empress of PaoXi, the second sovereign monarch) had the white 1a official colour. 《禮稽命徵》女媧以十二月為正 尚白 伏羲以上未有聞焉 On the historical issue: Although it is the only reference without further literary evidence, I think it is true. PaoXi people might be the first developed huntergatherer people with livestock resided in the Far East. Milk was the most important sustenance for these people, therefore the colour of milk, white 1a , was preferred by these people.
On white 1a : Although the colour term 767D 白 (bái/bạch) denotes the white colour in Mandarin, it does not necessarily denote the same in all varieties of the Chinese language. In this text, it is interpreted as white-yellow, because some other evidence (see the next sections until the XuanYuan Empire) support that there should be only three colour categories in this era: 1) macro-white, 2) macro-black, and 3) macro-red, while the yellow colour was not an independent category, but covered by all the three primitive colour categories. There is literary evidence on black-yellow and red-yellow, therefore white-yellow is also suggested for a better balance. Theoretically, there is another possibility, i.e. the white category was simple, while the yellow colour was only covered by the macro-black and macro-red categories. I think it is not very likely, because the colour of milk is more or less white-yellow.
The etymology of this colour term is also related to milk. The archaic text 0-LIJMZ stated that ShenNong had the red 1a official colour. 《禮稽命徵》神農以十一月為正 尚赤 Besides, the name of the emperor of ShenNong, 'Fire Emperor' [炎帝] , is an additional clue for the official colour. Fire can be both red and yellow.
On the historical issue: Although it is the only reference without further literary evidence, I think it is true. ShenNong people were likely the first agricultural people residing in the Far East. The sun and fire were most important for primitive agriculture, therefore the red 1a colour of sun and fire, red-yellow, was preferred by these people.
On red 1a : Although the colour term 8D64 赤 (chì/xích) denotes the red colour in Mandarin, it does not necessarily denote the same in all varieties of the Chinese language. If it denoted just red, it is weird, that the agricultural ShenNong people had preferred red, but not yellow that could represent autumn harvests. I have found that this colour term could denote both red and yellow in this era. According to Kay and McDaniel (1978) , a composite colour category red-yellow is possible and has been attested in human languages.
In conclusion, the official colour of the ShenNong Empire was red-yellow. Guō (1937:786) did not decipher them into two separate lexemes. However, it has been considered a mistake, since Yú (1979:227-230) separated them. I think the correlation of Guō can represent the confusion of the terms in that era. The yellow colour category and the separated colour term for yellow probably emerged during the Shang Empire (ca.1600~ca.1050BCE) . Consequently, the black 1a colour should actually denote 'black including yellow and grue'. It can be read as the first literary attestation of the composite colour category black-grue-yellow.
The historical facts in the texts -139-HN and 241-DW are accurate. They only spoke about the last emperor of XuanYuan, the Emperor Shun, because the histories of the earlier emperors were not certain. ]", while the later texts stated "yellow [ 9EC3 黃 (huáng/hoàng) ]". Previously, one of the notions was discredited. I think both notions can be correct. I already discussed that the etymon 8D64 赤 (chì/xích) in the language of the cited texts from 0-LIJMZ could denote red-yellow (see the previous section).
It should be clarified that the yellow colour is included in both black 1a (black-grue-yellow) [ 6506 黑 (hēi/hắc) ] and red 1a (red-yellow) [ 8D64 赤 (chì/xích) ] in the language of the cited texts from 0-LIJMZ and 0-SUZH. The boundary of them is uncertain. There are most likely just three colour terms in the language, the third one is white 1a (white-yellow) [ 767D 白 (bái/bạch) ]. In conclusion, the official colour of the XuanYuan Empire depended on the elected emperor. The official colours were the three primitive colours: black-grue-yellow, white-yellow and red-yellow (diachronically used in shift).
[The previous study (801-TD) stated imprecisely 'black, white and red', because the theory of composite colour categories was not applied .]
Black-grue-yellow was the new official colour acquired by Chinese sovereignty in this era. XuanYang people might be the first mobile herders resided in the Far East. Water bodies were most important for primitive husbandry, therefore the colour of water bodies, black-grue-yellow, was preferred by these people. Kay and McDaniel (1978) , a composite colour category black-grue is possible and has been attested in human languages.
In conclusion, the official colour of the Xia Empire was black-grue.
[The previous studies (801-TD, 1370) stated imprecisely black and the previous study (2008-ZH5S) The archaic text 0-LI stated that Shang had the white official colour.
《禮·檀弓上》殷人尚白 大事斂用日中 戎事乘翰 牲用白
The archaic text -239-LL stated the same notion.
《呂覽·應同》及湯之時 天先見金刃生於水 湯曰金氣勝 金氣勝 故其色尚 白 其事則金
The archaic text -91-SJ cited some previous text which stated the same notion. 《史記·殷本紀》孔子曰 殷路車為善 而色尚白 In conclusion, the national colour of the Shang Empire was white. [The three previous studies (801-TD, 1399 -MSL, 2008 The archaic text 0-LI stated that Zhou had the red official colour, the sovereign flag was red, the army flag was white.
《禮·檀弓上》周人尚赤 大事斂用日出 戎事乘騵 牲用騂 《禮·春官宗伯》建大赤以朝 建大白以即戒 The archaic text -239-LL stated the same notion.
《呂覽·應同》及文王之時 天先見火 赤烏銜丹書集於周社 文王曰火氣勝 火氣勝 故其色尚赤 其事則火
The red notion has been acknowledged by most people to date. A contemporary historian Hú (2005) contradicted the notion. He argued that the colour of sovereign flag of Zhou was red, but the colour of formal dress of Zhou was rather black than red. He claimed the official colour was not set in the Zhou Empire, the protocol of the official colour only started in the Qin Empire. I think there is a possibility: An official colour does not necessarily apply to both the sovereign flag and the formal dress, as in the Qin Empire. The termed official colours [尚色] before Qin Empire could be only de facto, but still reflected the actual national colours of the ruling populations.
In conclusion, the official colour of the Zhou Empire was red.
[The three previous studies (801-TD, 1399-MSL, 2008-ZH5S) stated the same.] The red official colour was represented by its sovereign flag, but its formal dress was mainly black, while its army flag was white.
(7) Qin Empire
The archaic text -239-LL stated that Qin had the black official colour.
《呂覽· 應同》代火者必將水 天且先見水氣勝 水氣勝 故其色尚黑 其事則水
The archaic text -91-SL stated Qin had the black official colour, applied to all formal dresses and flags 《史記·秦始皇本紀》始皇推終始五德之傳 以為周得火德 秦代周德 從所 不勝 方今水德之始 改年始 朝賀皆自十月朔 衣服旄旌節旗皆上黑
In conclusion, the official colour of the Qin Empire was black. There is no historical record regarding the official colour of the Chu Empire. According to historical facts and archaeological findings, contemporary scholars concluded that the official colour of the Chu regimes (including the Chu Empire) was red. (e.g. Zhāng 1987:105) The result is accepted in the present study. The archaic text -91-SJ stated that Han retained the same official colour as Qin [black] .
《史記·歷書》漢興 高祖曰北畤待我而起 亦自以為獲水德之瑞 雖明習歷 及張蒼等 咸以為然 是時天下初定 方綱紀大基 高后女主 皆未遑 故襲秦正 朔服色
The archaic text 92-HS stated that Han changed the official colour to yellow in 104 BCE.
《漢書·武帝紀》太初元年 [...] 夏五月 正曆 以正月為歲首 色上黃
The archaic text 92-HS stated that the usurped Xin Empire (9~23) within Han had the official yellow colour, its sovereign flag had both banner and fringes in yellow.
The archaic text 28-220-HJ stated that the Han Empire reset protocols in 26 CE, the official colour of dresses was changed to black, the official colour of flag was changed to red.
The archaic text 445-HHS stated that the Han Empire had the red official colour.
《後漢書·光武帝紀上》始正火德 色尚赤
In conclusion, the official colour of the Han Empire was black in the earlier phase (202~104 BCE), yellow in the middle phase (104BCE~26CE), and red in the later phase (26~220 CE). [The previous study (801-TD) stated the same. The previous study (1399-MSL) stated imprecisely only red, probably because it was a brief report for one representative official colour for each previous regime. The previous study (2008-ZH5S) stated imprecisely only yellow and red, probably because of the absence of accurate references.] In the later phase, the red official colour was represented by its sovereign flag, but its formal dress was mainly black.
(10) Wei Empire
The archaic text 488-SS stated that the Wei Empire had the yellow official colour applied to formal dress, its imperial flag had yellow banner and red fringes. The archaic text 488-SS stated that the Jin Empire had the red official colour, the Song Empire retained the same.
《宋書·禮一》今大晉繼三皇之蹤 踵舜 禹之跡 應天從民 受禪有魏 宜一 用前代正朔服色 皆如有虞遵唐故事 於義為弘 奏可 孫盛曰 仍舊 非也 且 晉為金行 服色尚赤 考之天道 其違甚矣 及宋受禪 亦如魏晉故事
The archaic text and also the previous study (801-TD) stated that the Qi Empire, the Liang Empire and the Chen Empire also retained the same.
《通典·卷第五十五》齊木德 餘一依前代 梁火德 餘一依前代 陳木德 餘 一依前代
In conclusion, the official colour of the Jin Empire and its subsequent Southern Empires was red. I would suggest a reason for the irregular retaining: The subsequent regimes of Jin in southern China had to defend their de jure Chinese sovereignty with the official colour of Jin. It is easier to preserve the colour than the land and population of central China. [The previous study (2008-ZH5S) stated incorrectly "the official colour of Jin was white; Song, black; Qi, green; Liang, red; Chen, yellow [ 晋 朝 尚 白 宋 黑 齐 青 梁 赤 陈 黄 ]", probably because it was misunderstood that the official colour ought to be associated with the official virtues and the fifth property of the regime, and the archaic texts were not fully understood.] The archaic text 554-WS stated that the official colour of the Taugas Wei Empire was set to yellow in 399, but in 491 changed to black which was the actual custom of the ruling nation before declaring the empire.
《魏書·禮志四之一》天興元年 The archaic text 51θ-QS stated that the flag of the Taugas Wei Empire was black.
《
[南]齊書·魏虜》軺車建龍旗 尚黑
In conclusion, the official colour of the Taugas Wei Empire was yellow in the earlier phase (399~491), and black in the later phase (491~550/557). [The previous study (801-TD) stated the same.] In addition, the national colour of the ruling nation of the empire was black.
(T2) Taugas Qi Empire
The archaic text and also the previous study (801-TD) stated that the Taugas Qi Empire retained the same official colour as the Taugas Wei Empire.
《通典·卷第五十五》北齊木德 正朔服色 皆如後魏 In conclusion, the official colour of the Taugas Qi Empire was black. (Gao 2012) [cf. Chuvash хура (xura) 'black', Turkish kara 'black', Old Turkic qara 'black ', etc] . The use of this term in the official text of the Taugas Zhou Empire implies that the Altaic-lead Taugas empires had used it as the primary term for black.
In conclusion, the official colour of the Taugas Zhou Empire was black.
[The previous study (801-TD) stated the same.]
The official colour of the Northern Empires was mostly black. The contrast between the black Northern Empires and the red Southern Empires was also attested in the historiography written in ca. 630 by the Byzantine historiographer Theophylact Simocatta.
The History of Theophylact Simocatta, Book 7, Chapter 9 (cited from the translation by Yule 1915:30) : "The territory of Taugas, of which we are speaking, is divided in two by a river, which in time past formed the boundary between two very great nations which were at war with one another. These nations were distinguished from one another by their dress, the one wearing clothes dyed black, the other red. In our own day, however, and whilst Maurice wielded the Roman sceptre, the nation of the black-coats crossed the river to attack the red-coats, and having got the victory over them they thus became supreme over the whole empire."
The ethnonym Taugas is etymologically identical to 大魏 (dà-wèi/đại-nguỵ) which means 'Great Wei' in Chinese. Apparently, the Sui Empire was still recognised as the Taugas Wei Empire by the West, when it defeated and annexed the Chen Empire in 589 CE, the eighth reigning year of the Emperor Maurice of the Eastern Roman Empire. The Southern Empires were actually the sequels of the Jin (Sinae) Empire, but misunderstood as the other half of Taugas. Nonetheless, the official colours of the two regimes and the date of the event were accurate. The archaic text and also the previous study (801-TD) stated that the official colour of the Tang Empire was originally unset, later set to red in 690 during the nominal Zhou Empire, finally changed to reddish yellow in 750.
《通典·卷第五十五》大唐土德 The archaic text and also the previous study (1399-MSL) stated that the Tang Empire had yellow official colour on dress, red official colour on flag.
《明實錄·太祖高皇帝實錄·卷五二洪武三年五月辛亥》詔考歷代服色所尚 禮部奏言 歷代異尚 夏尚黑 商尚白 周尚赤 秦尚黑 漢尚赤 唐服飾尚黃 旗 幟尚赤 宋亦尚赤
In conclusion, the official colour of the Tang Empire was red in the earlier phase (618~750), but reddish yellow in the later phase (750~907/923[958] ). [The previous study (1399-MSL) stated imprecisely only yellow, probably because it was a brief report for one representative official colour for each previous regime. After it, the previous study (2008-ZH5S) The Khitan Liao Empire was called "Qarā Khitā'ī" [ ,'Great Khitan' or 'Black Khitan'] by nations in Central Asia. Apparently, the official colour of it was black. A contemporary Chinese historian Chén (1956) did a historical and philological study that confirmed the black official colour with more evidence. The result is accepted in the present study. [The previous study (2008-ZH5S) The archaic text and also the previous study (1399-MSL) stated that the official colour of the Greater Song Empire was red. 《明實錄·太祖高皇帝實錄·卷五二洪武三年五月辛亥》詔考歷代服色所尚 禮部奏言 歷代異尚 夏尚黑 商尚白 周尚赤 秦尚黑 漢尚赤 唐服飾尚黃 旗 幟尚赤 宋亦尚赤
In conclusion, the official colour of the Greater Song Empire was red.
[The previous study (2008-ZH5S) The full name of the Tangut Xia Empire in Tangut means 'white high great Xia regime'. Apparently, its official colour was white. Two con-temporary Chinese historians Wáng and Péng (2009) did a historical and philological study that confirmed the white official colour. The result is accepted in the present study.
(N3) Jin/Kim Empire (1115~1234)
The archaic text (1194-BMHB) stated that the colour of national dress of the Jin/Kim Empire was white.
《三朝北盟會編·卷二四四》其衣則衣布 好白色 The archaic text (1214-DJDY) stated that the official colour of the Jin/Kim Empire was white.
《大金徳運圖説》金初色尚白 章宗泰和二年十一月更定徳運為土 臘月辰 詔告中外
The archaic text (1345-SJ) stated that the national colour of the ruling population of the Jin/Kim Empire was white.
《金史·太祖紀》上曰 遼以賓鐵為號 取其堅也 賓鐵雖堅 終亦變壞 惟金 不變不壞 金之色白 完顏部色尚白 於是國號大金
In conclusion, the official colour of the Jin/Kim Empire was white.
[The previous study (2008-ZH5S) The archaic text and also the previous study (1399-MSL) stated that the Ming Empire set the red official colour in 1370.
《明實錄·太祖高皇帝實錄·卷五二洪武三年五月辛亥》今國家承元之後 取 法周 漢 唐 宋以為治 服色所尚 於赤為宜 上從之
In conclusion, the official colour of the Ming Empire was red.
[The previous study (2008-ZH5S) At first, the Qing Empire did not officially set any official colour. A reason could be that the administrative system of the eight banners was used. All Manchu families were placed into the eight banners: (1) the bordered yellow banner, (2) the plain yellow banner, (3) the plain white banner, (4) the plain red banner, (5) the bordered white banner, (6) the bordered red banner, (7) the plain blue banner, and (8) the bordered blue banner. The yellow colour was the imperial colour.
The sovereign flag affirmed in 1862 was a blue dragon on a yellow background. It made the yellow colour the de facto official colour applying to the sovereign flag.
In conclusion, the official colour of the Ming Empire was yellow. The Republic of China (ROC) did not officially set any official colour. The old sovereign flag affirmed in 1912 carried five horizontal stripes of five colours (red, yellow, blue, white, and black) representing the five major nations of China (Han-Chinese, Manchu, Mongolian, Muslim, and Tibetan), respectively. It made the five colours together de facto official colours of ROC.
The new sovereign flag approved in 1928 carries the blue "sky" (canton), the white "sun" (graph in canton), and the red "earth" (background).
The blue colour and the white colour from the emblem of ROC and the flag of the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) (excluding the red colour from the sovereign flag) became de facto official colours of ROC.
During the first armed conflict from 1927 to 1937, the area controlled by the government of the Republic of China was called "the white zone [白區] " by the Chinese Communists.
In 1996, the authority in Taiwan was transformed to a democratic regime that is owned by all the citizens instead of a population, a dynasty or a political party. The People's Republic of China (PRC) did not officially set any official colour.
The red colour as a symbol of the communist revolution from the USSR was adopted by the Communist Party of China (CPC). In 1928, the army of CPC was named the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army of China [中國工農紅軍] .
Before gaining sovereignty, during the first armed conflict from 1927 to 1937, the Chinese Communists were called "the red robbers [赤匪] " by the KMT government of ROC.
The sovereign flag affirmed in 1949 carries the five yellow stars on red background. It has made the red colour the de facto official colour applying to the sovereign flag.
The red colour is the national colour of the Han-Chinese people (including those in Taiwan), represented by holiday decorations and traditional wedding dresses.
The official flag of Hong Kong SAR mainly carries the red colour. The official flag of Macau SAR mainly carries the green colour as the left side of the sovereign flag of Portugal.
Overview
Outline of official colours
The general layout of the official colours of Chinese regimes are summarised in Table 1 .
(1) The white colour has been the official colour in the PaoXi Empire (ca.60000~ca.3000 BCE, not included in the 5000-year-long Chinese history) (including some tones of yellow), some phases of the XuanYuan Empire (ca.2400~ca.2300 and ca.2150~ca.2050 BCE), the Shang Empire (ca.1600~ca.1050 BCE), and the Yuan Empire (1276~1368) [also the Tangut Xia Empire (1038~1227) and the Jin/Kim Empire (1115~1234) out of the de jure sovereign line]. The white colour dominated about 840 years out of the 5000-year-long Chinese history.
At present, most Old Asian nations, which are not traditionally agricultural, e.g. Japanese, Korean, Manchu, Mongolian, Qiang, Tibetan and Bai nations, have white as their national colour. This custom might be originally inherited from the PaoXi Empire. The original reason for the white colour preference should be that the white-yellow milk was the most important sustenance for these people. Note: The official colour of XuanYuan Empire was diachronically the three primitive colours in shift: black-grue-yellow, white-yellow, red-yellow. The official colour of the Zhou Empire was red, but the official dress was mainly black. The official colour of the later phase (26~220) of the Han Empire was red, but the official dress was mainly black.
Shaanbei [陕北, 'northern Shaanxi'] Han-Chinese people in near north-west China prefer the white colour, likely because of the influence of the Tangut Xia Empire (1038~1227) .
(2) The red colour has been the official colour in the ShenNong Empire (ca.3000~ca.2500 BCE) (including some tones of yellow), some phases of the XuanYuan Empire (ca.2300~ca.2200 BCE and ca.2050~ca.2000 BCE) (including some tones of yellow), the Zhou Empire (ca.1050~256 BCE), the Chu Empire (206~202 BCE), the later phase of Han Empire (26~220), the Jin Empire and the subsequent Southern Empires (266~589), the Sui Empire (589~618), the earlier phase of the Tang Empire (618~750), the Greater Song Empire (960~1276), the Ming Empire (1368~1644), and the People's Republic of China (1949~) .
The red colour dominated about 2800 years out of the 5000-year-long Chinese history. This predomination could be a reason and also a result of that the red colour is the national colour of the consolidated Han-Chinese nation.
At present, most Han-Chinese people (except Shaanbei and Hakka), and most New Asian nations, which are traditionally agricultural, e.g. most Hmong-Mien nations, have the red national colour. This custom might be originally inherited from the ShenNong Empire. The original reason for the red colour preference should be that the red-yellow sun and fire were most important for primitive agriculture, which produced the most important sustenance for these people.
(3) The black colour has been the official colour in some phases of the XuanYuan Empire (ca.2500~ca.2400 and ca.2200~ca.2150 BCE) (including grue and some tones of yellow), the Xia Empire (ca.2000~ca.1600 BCE) (including grue), the Qin Empire (221~207 BCE) and the earlier phase of the Han Empire (202~104 BCE) [also the later phase of the Taugas Wei Empire (491~557), the Taugas Zhou Empire (557~581), the Taugas Zhou Empire (557~581) and the Khitan Liao Empire (916~1218) out of the de jure sovereign line].
The black colour dominated about 660 years out of the 5000-year-long Chinese history.
The preference of the black colour might be originally inherited from the XuanYuan Empire. The original reason for the black colour preference should be that the black-grue-yellow water bodies were most important for primitive husbandry, which produced the most important sustenance for these people.
At present, Hakka [客家, 'guest clan'] Han-Chinese people in southern China and most Lolo-Burmese nations in far south-west China, e.g. Jingpho (Kachin), Yi (Lolo), Naxi and Lahu nations, have the black national colour. However, there is no traceable connection between these populations and the historical Chinese regimes.
(4) The yellow colour has been the official colour in the middle phase of the Han Empire (104BCE~26CE), the Wei Empire (220~266), the later phase of the Tang Empire (750~907/936) and the Qing Empire (1644~1912) [also the earlier phase of the Taugas Wei Empire (399~491) out of the de jure sovereign line].
The yellow colour dominated about 630 years out of the 5000-year-long Chinese history.
The yellow (later, reddish yellow) colour has been the colour of imperial dress since the Sui Empire. The Tang Empire forbad the citizens wearing dresses in reddish yellow. Cf.
《舊唐書‧輿服志》(945-TS) 武德初 因隋舊制 天子宴服 亦名常服 唯以 黃袍及衫 後漸用赤黃 遂禁士庶不得以赤黃為衣服雜飾
In order to avoid violations of the law, all tones of yellow were avoided by the citizens. It could be another reason why the yellow colour has not been the national colour of Han-Chinese nation.
The preference of the yellow colour might be originally inherited from the Han Empire. The original reason for the yellow colour preference should be the developed agriculture. [It confirms the previous study of Chén (2002) .] In addition, the yellow colour had its peak time in the Tang Empire, when its national religion was Taoism, which prefers the yellow colour. [It confirms the previous study of Sūn (2006).] It is important to clarify that the black-grue-yellow colour of the Yellow Emperor should be the colour of the Yellow River. It has been already counted under the black colour preference after the water bodies. It is not related to the yellow colour preference after the developed agriculture.
Determination of official colours
(1) Colours and cardinal directions In Chinese common knowledge, there is a notion of five pure colours [五正色] . The five pure colours are likely the first five colours established in the dying technology in China. This notion is equivalent to the Western notion of the three primary colours, definitely not the linguistic notion of the basic colour terms.
The five pure colours were glossed as colours of five cardinal directions in the official dictionaries of Qin-Han-Jin Chinese (121-SW) and/or Sui-Tang-Song Chinese (1008-GY The first four colours of directions are in common with Turkic ones (already pointed out by Chen 1989) . The directional symbolism of colours should be initiated in China where the landscape suits it. It implies that either (1) the Turkic ancestors did not reside in central China while Turkic borrowed the system from the Chinese language; or (2) the Turkic ancestors resided in central China and Turkic became also a minor source of the Chinese language. The second solution is more reasonable.
Apparently, the official colours are not determined by the directions of the regimes. The common endonym of Chinese regimes was 'the central regime' [中國] , while the yellow colour was not predominately chosen as the official colour.
(2) Colours and fifth properties In Sino-metaphysics, everything should have a fifth property. The fifth properties of the five pure colours are: grue -Wood (P), red -Fire yellowEarth (T), white -Metal (K), black -Water (Þ).
The fifth properties of many other things are not so simple. Unified views are hard to achieve. Nowadays, many people consider the fifth property of the Sino-metaphysics superstitious, thus think that the fifth properties are artificial and should no longer be discussed. Gāo (2008) stated that the fifth property is not superstitious, it can be phonologically determined by the place of articulation of the consonants of the proto pronunciation of the target morpheme: labial -Wood (P), guttural -Fire alveolar -Earth (T), dorsal -Metal (K), dental -Water (Þ). Perhaps the same method was used by the first Chinese philosophers on Sino-metaphysics, but they could not express the method in the phonological way. However, every morpheme may have two fifth properties upon the onset and coda consonants. If only one fifth property is needed, humanist determination is still needed. [The fifth property is relevant to the grammatical gender of nouns (e.g. M, F, N), non-native speakers will never understand them properly. Current Chinese people are neither native speakers of the ancient Chinese language varieties.] The historical Chinese regimes used to hold discussions among officials and then determined the fifth property of the regime. The Qin Empire, the Han Empire and the Wei Empire determined the fifth properties altogether with the official colours.
From the Jin Empire, the fifth properties and the official colours are not necessarily associated. E.g. the fifth property of the Jin Empire was metal, but the official colour was red.
At Consequently, the official colour was reset to red according to the Han Empire, because the Wei Empire also was peacefully transformed from the Han Empire.
In summary, the official colours have been ever, but not always determined by the fifth properties of the regimes. I think that the three dominances originated from the three groups of people in the Far East: (1) the developed hunter-gatherers with livestock who preferred the white-yellow colour of milk, (2) the farmers who preferred the red-yellow colour of sun and fire, and (3) the herders who preferred the black-grue-yellow colour of water bodies. Therefore, the theory of the three dominances reflect the harmony of the three groups of people in China.
In conclusion, the official colours of the first regimes were naturally chosen. (4) Summary At first, the official colours might be naturally determined according to the substances of the people.
The developed hunter-gatherers with livestock arrived and founded the PaoXi Empire, thus favoured the white-yellow colour of milk. The farmers arrived and founded the ShenNong Empire, thus favoured the red-yellow colour of the sun and fire. The herders arrived and founded the XuanYuan Empire, thus favoured the black-grue-yellow colour of the water bodies. Later, it ever yielded the sovereignty to elected emperors from the clans that might represent the two previous empires.
The hunter-gatherers (Old Asian), the farmers (New Asian) and the herders (pre-Chinese) found three groups of people in the Far East.
Old Asian people, who resided away from the ShenNong Empire, e.g. Korean, preserved the white-yellow preference throughout the history.
New Asian people, who resided away from the XuanYuan Empire, e.g. Hmong, preserved the red-yellow preference throughout the history.
The Xia Empire of the black dominance might be direct offspring of XuanYuan. The Shang Empire of the white dominance might be direct offspring of PaoXi. The Zhou Empire of the red dominance might be direct offspring of ShenNong.
The Zhou Empire fell in 256 BCE. There were seven sovereign kingdoms for a time. In 221 BCE, Qin from the black dominance gained sole control of the sovereignty and established the Qin Empire. In 207 BCE, Chu from the red dominance supplanted Qin. In 202 BCE, Han from the black dominance supplanted Chu.
The Qin Empire launched the Qin-Han-Chinese consolidation. It was accomplished by the Han Empire. After the consolidation, the three groups of people were naturalised in China, the next official colours could be politically determined according to the fifth property in Sino-metaphysics.
In 104 BCE, the official colour of the Han Empire was changed to yellow while the fifth property was reset to Earth. In 26 CE, the official colour of the Han Empire was changed to red while the fifth property was reset to Fire. The resetting of the fifth property and official colour in the Han Empire could actually imply the internal conflicts among the three dominances during the consolidation. The red dominance of the farmers eventually prevailed.
In 220 CE, the Han Empire was peacefully transformed to the Wei Empire, the official colour was changed to yellow while the fifth property was reset to Earth.
In 266 CE, the Wei Empire was peacefully transformed to the Jin Empire, the official colour of the Jin Empire was changed back to red according to the Han Empire, although the fifth property was reset to Metal. From this time, the theory of retaining the same official colour after peaceful transformations prevailed. The red official colour was retained by the next peacefully transformed regimes the Song Empire, the Qi Empire, the Liang Empire and the Chen Empire.
The red colour dominated from 26 to 220 and again from 266 to 589, altogether for over 500 years. Therefore it could become the national colour of the consolidated Han-Chinese nation.
After the evacuation of the Jin Empire, a few regimes came into existence in central China. Many of them were ruled by non-Han-Chinese populations. Different official colours were used. The official colour of the Taugas Wei Empire, which unified northern China in 439, was yellow, but changed to black in 491. From the Taugas Wei Empire, the Taugas Qi Empire and the Taugas Zhou Empire were transformed, the same black official colour was retained.
The black-red contrast in North-South (Taugas-Sinae) China was internationally known.
The Taugas Wei Empire launched the Taugas-Chinese consolidation in 493. The non-Han-Chinese ruling populations of the North were naturalised by Han-Chinese people in the Taugas Wei Empire.
In 581, the Taugas Zhou Empire was peacefully transformed to the Sui Empire. Sui made a new formula. It did not retain the black official colour, but reset it to red, which is in common with the South. It should be counted as the last the step of the Taugas-Chinese consolidation. The last symbol of Taugas China, the black official colour was also abandoned.
In 589, the Sui Empire defeated and annexed the Chen Empire in southern China. It is now difficult to argue, how much the red official colour helped the Sui Empire in the war against the Chen Empire. Anyhow, it might be much easier to conquer a country, where the people view you as a similar nation. 'Red-dressed [South] [Sinae] China' was annexed by 'Black-dressed [North] [Taugas] China', but the culture of Red-dressed China was adopted by Black-dressed China.
In 618, the Sui Empire was peacefully transformed to the Tang Empire. In 750, the official colour was changed to yellow while the fifth property was reset to Earth. Although the yellow colour dominated the next 200 years, it was actually only the imperial colour, thus it had no chance to become a new national colour.
In 916, Khitan people, perhaps a nation from the black dominance and away from both the Han-Chinese and Taugas-Chinese consolidations, founded the Khitan Empire, and had the black official colour according to its actual custom.
In 960, the Greater Song Empire was founded, the red official colour was set, while the fifth property was set to Fire.
In 1038, Tangut people, perhaps a nation from the white dominance and away from both the Han-Chinese and Taugas-Chinese consolidations found the Tangut Xia Empire and set the white official colour according to its actual custom.
In 1276, the three dominances were unified by the Mongolian-ruled Yuan Empire from the white dominance. Chinese sovereignty was extended from one of the three dominances in shift to the three dominances at once.
In the recent centuries, there are additionally three reasons that have confirmed the dominate position of the red colour in China.
(1) The Greater Song Empire with the red official colour was supplanted by the Mongolian-ruled Yuan Empire with the white official colour in 1276. Thereafter the red colour became a symbol of Han-Chinese identity in contrast to the white colour as a symbol of Mongolian identity.
In 1351, a Han-Chinese revolutionary power established the Red Turban Army against the Yuan Empire. A branch of the Red Turban Army finally succeeded and established the Ming Empire in 1368.
(2) The Ming Empire with the red official colour was supplanted by the Manchu-ruled Qing Empire with the eight banners in 1644. The red colour became again a symbol of Han-Chinese identity.
In 1912, the Republic of China supplanted Qing and confirmed the red colour as the national colour of Han-Chinese, being on top of the flag with five horizontal stripes. Though, the flag was abandoned in 1928.
(3) The red colour as a symbol of the communist revolution from the USSR was adopted by CPC. In 1928, the armed forces of the Communist Party of China (CPC) was named the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army of China. CPC won the sovereignty and established the People's Republic of China in 1949.
In sum, the official colour might be sometimes naturally determined according to the substance of the ruling population, sometimes politically determined according to the fifth property in Sino-metaphysics, or some national or revolutionary symbolisms.
Conclusions
The present study has stated the official colours of 29 Chinese regimes. The results sorted by regime are given in Appendix 1.
Remarkably, the official colours of the most ancient regimes were the three primitive colours: (1) white-yellow, (2) black-grue-yellow, and (3) red-yellow, instead of the simple colours. Later, the official colour of the Xia Empire was black-grue instead of arguing whichever black or grue. There were inconsistent historical records on the official colours of the most ancient regimes, because the composite colour terms had had been split. It has solved the historical problem with the linguistic theory of composite colour categories.
The present study has concluded how an official colour was determined. At first, the official colour might be naturally determined according to the substance of the ruling population. There might be three groups of people in the Far East. (1) The developed hunter-gathers with livestock preferred the white-yellow colour of milk. (2) The farmers preferred the red-yellow colour of sun and fire. (3) The mobile herders preferred the black-grue-yellow colour of water bodies. Later, after the Han-Chinese consolidation, the official colour could be politically determined according to the main property of the five elements in Sino-metaphysics.
The present study has suggested that the red colour has dominated in China for many reasons throughout the history.
The major new advances of the present study are: 1) It is the first panchronic study on the official colours in such a strict format of philological studies with both Chinese and Western references.
2) Upon conventional philological methods, it has contradicted the misreading on the official colours of a few regimes by some previous studies. Moreover, upon the linguistic theory of composite colour categories, it has adjusted the official colours of the most ancient regimes.
3) It has suggested the official colours might be originally determined by the substance of the ruling populations.
